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PLEASE DO NOT DELAY

Our lives are formed by Word and
Sacrament, and we gather as the beloved
children of God around the means of grace
where our lives are in Christ.
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Pastor’s Column
“Mother, [M]ay I?”
What does Spring-time weather, the May
invitational, call us to enjoy? More time in
the woods and hiking, time towards the
seashore and the blessed salt-air and spray,
making our way to Epping, NH and the
drags, over to the car show in Leominster,
breakfast at a B&B on the lake?
We all need time away to recharge our
batteries and such. God didn’t bless us with
life’s gift to work, work, work without play
and appreciation for this orb of Earth!
Yet, everything should work in balance; our
spiritual nurture, the need in providing for
our families and ourselves, and time-off to
relax,
We can help cover you regarding the
spiritual side of things, really, we can 😊
“Mother, may I go to church and see my
friends today?”
“Certainly, dear, let’s get ready!”
It isn’t by accident that we provide a
minimum of four worship opportunities each
week, because we know everyone’s
schedules can change, but we don’t want
anyone to miss out on the ability to connect
with God within the community of the faithful
often! Really, did you know people from both
campuses are fluidly moving back and forth
between campus worships presently? Might
a different worship time and location work
for you some week other than your usual
choice?
Our in-person Sunday School is active and
engaged each non-vacation week between
the second week of September and the first
of June. Confirmation is active for young
people maturing from Sunday School
towards adulthood. And our Adult Education
platform is active year-round, and upgrade
since the pandemic, online, many Tuesday
evenings at 7 PM (Check the notices in

newsletters, Updaters and through worship
announcements and bulletins to find series
and date info: we do not publish this info on
the websites to prohibit hackers taking down
our sessions).
If
anything,
Grace’s
ministry
has
strengthened through the pandemic period,
and we have been blessed to receive new
participants in our ministry; God is good all
the time!
Within the church calendar, the month of
May finds us walking the final days of
ministry with Jesus and the disciples
following the resurrection; the wrap-up of
teaching and example for our lives! And then
we celebrate the Ascension as Jesus leaves
us with the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit
on our behalf while he rejoins God in the
heavenly realm for the rest of ministry-sake
throughout the cosmos PLUS here with us
on Earth.
While we need vacation from our regular
schedules to recharge, God, however, does
not and is “ON” 24/7 to hear our prayer, give
us encouragement, provide renewal and
walk our way as we endeavor to follow
Jesus’ Way.
Let us lean ever-more towards the Love
seeking to hold us close and give us what
we need.
In Christ’s name ☩ ,

Pastor Andrew

PRAYER LIST
Karen Carlson - Liesl Voosen Fields – Paul
Josephson - Bill Lewis - Eric Lewis –Jim Mooney –
David Naugle - Bob Venning - Bob Ekstrand –
Karleen Habin –- Greg & Sandy Linberg - David
Toombs – Helen & Steve Trilligan – Bob
MacMillion – Dottie Hultin – Peter DiPierri – Sandy
Erickson - Gordon Dubois - Lindsey Dawes - Sue
McKewen - Steve & Carron Mentzer – Debra
Lindberg – Brad Bliss – Carita – Andy - Roberta
Henry - Susan King, Bill Erven
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Doris Brick
c/o Oakdale Nursing & Rehab.
76 No. Main St., W. Boylston, MA 01583
Ingrid Lawrence
c/o Evergreen at Briarwood
67R Briarwood Circle, Worcester, MA 01606
Bob Ekstrand
c/o Lifecare of Leominster
270 West Main Street, Leominster, MA 01453
Silvia Forgit
c/o Goddard House
1199 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01603
Roberta Henry
c/o Lifecare of Leominster
270 West Main Street, Leominster, MA 01453

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE
The decision was made at Council to go with
Spectrum for phone/internet services for our
Worcester campus at Zion, replacing Verizon;
this due to penalty fees if you want to alter
services with the carrier.
The appointment for swap-over, Spectrum
buying out Verizon, no penalty fees, and our
monthly rate being upwards of $30
lower/month, came and the technicians show
up, but the work order is for only half the job
requested. Canceled/rescheduled for another
day.
Second date comes, Spectrum a “no show”.
Third date comes, the technician shows up at
the last minute of the anticipated time frame,
and after 5.25 hours I have to ask him to leave
after botching the install. We are still inprocess…
Working into another Monday of making
certain schedules with Ann match mine,
worship bulletins are conferred, other
administrative tasks under control, I head to
the lower level of our Auburn campus at
Bethel to check the fuel oil level so we don’t
run out, and to my despair find it partially
flooded, again!

Turns out, two of the brand-new toilets
installed in the ladies’ restroom are running,
pumping water out of the septic floor
connection. Now we have a quarter to a third
of the lower level flooded, Shannon coming
into shop-vac up…
I’m not complaining, these are just what
“Murphy’s Law” covers as unexpected
occurrences any given day can yield us. Not
stuff seminary prepares you for, and, honestly,
I know various pastors who don’t want to deal
with any of this stuff.
But, it has to be dealt with and we just deal
with it all matter-of-factly when it all can come
up, and we move on, and ministry takes place,
too!
It takes a lot to keep expenses in-line, provide
support for parishioners, create and lead
worship, maintain fluid/healthy staff relations,
keep facilities from leaking and falling down,
well, you get the drift 😊
I want you to know that we are committed to
best being present for Grace as Jesus’ hands,
feet and heart embodied in and through us in
Worcester and Auburn, even though “Murphy”
stops by now and then.
Thank you for being a supporter of our
determined, Spirit-led presence!

Have you gotten your COVID-19 booster?
If it’s been more than five months since your second
Moderna or Pfizer vaccine dose, or two months since
your Johnson & Johnson dose, it’s time to get a
booster shot. Immunity from the original vaccines
can decrease over time, and boosters have shown to
be the best way to avoid illness, hospitalization, and
death, especially from new variants like Omicron
that continue to cause new waves of COVID-19
infections. Individuals 65 years old and up are at
particular risk, so get your booster as soon as
possible to protect yourself. To find out how to get
your
booster
shot,
visit
www.worcesterma.gov/coronavirus/vaccination,
email health@worcesterma.gov, or call 508-7998531.
Page 3

Grace Ministries – May 2022

MAY BIRTHDAYS
Zion
Richard Henry, Jr.-05/06
Meghan Bowen - 05/12
Judy Leombruno – 05/12
Donna Hayes – 05/13
Bruce Blomgren – 05/15
Jennifer Courtney – 05/15
Lisa Fountaine – 05/15
Derek Mangsen – 05/23
Gregory Shuler – 05/26

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
Bethel
Linda & Mark Rocheford - 05/01
Lisa & Barry Novak - 05/02
Jane Jakusik Hurd & Arno Hurd - 05/08
Steven & Helen Trilligan - 05/11
Jeremy& Julie Baril - 05/14
Lisa & Roy Ferreira - 05/30

Bethel
Nancy Nims-Gentry - 05/04
Bruce Bergman - 05/05
Louis Gaspar - 05/10
Lee Fenby - 05/10
Brian Courteau - 05/13
Lisa Novak - 05/16
Russell Harris - 05/19
David Naugle - 05/19
Mirissa Bennett - 05/20
Anita Haynes - 05/21
Guiliana Schur - 05/22
Nancy Sarkisian - 05/25
Grover Gentry Jr. - 05/28

Easter Lilies
Have been given in memory of:
David Briggs by Roberta Briggs
Roland & David Varg by Jackie & Vinny Walsh
Margaret Sjoberg & Theodore Lachapelle by
Adam Hanks
Mom, Dad & Sister by Rick Hagberg
Pastor Fenby & Pastor Henry by Dianne &
Dennis Marcotte
James Belk by Doris Belk
Brian Michael Higgins by Shirley & Bill Connor
Sal Luco by John Kallio
Jim Brennan by Linda Brennan
Stella Gevers & Mary Nevard by the Valleli
Family
Loved Ones by Judy Sampson
Loved Ones by Carolyn Salmonson & Earl
Gaulzetti
Loved Ones by Ruth Thompson
Loved Ones by Thom & Leanne Carraher

Jane Johnston

Have been given in honor of:
Our Children by Dave & Pam Sutton

Hillside Village Condo Association
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LOOKING FOR A GROUP OF
LUTHERANS TO MEET WITH
AND SHARE SOME
EXPERIENCES AND HAVE FUN?
AS A SHARED MINISTRY WITH
BETHEL/ZION, WHY NOT GIVE ONE OF THE
FOLLOWING A TRY?

MEN’S GROUP
Tuesday, May 10th. These dinners are open to
anyone who would like to get together and
socialize for an hour or 2. We meet on the 2nd
Tuesday of the month at 6 pm in Voosen hall.
Dinners are $12.00, and all the profits go into
the Calumet scholarship fund. A sign-up sheet
is in the Narthex so we have a general head
count.

On behalf of all of us at Abby’s House, we want
to thank you for your generous contribution of
non-perishables for our food pantry.
Your
donation will help us provide shelter, housing
and advocacy to homeless women and children.
Thank you so much for continuing to support
Abby’s House.
Best, Jean Anger

A Thank You from Iglesia
Christo Rey Luterana, El Paso,
Texas

WOMEN’S: DOLs
(Dine Out Ladies)
The Dine Out Ladies will have lunch on
Tuesday, May 10, 1pm, at Point Breeze, 114
Point Breeze Road, Webster. Carpooling from
Bethel at 12:30 or meet us at the
restaurant. Signup sheet in Bethel narthex or
call Leanne Carraher at 508-335-6421 no later
than May 8th. Please indicate if you plan to
carpool or not.

“BOOKIES” Book Club
Next meeting: Monday
May 23rd. Discussion will
be "The Library Book" by
Susan
Orlean.
Until
further notice, we will be
meeting in Voosen Hall at
2:00. Face coverings are
optional.
This will also be our meeting to nominate books
for
the
season
2022-2023.
All
are
welcome. Please come with the books you
would like to share with the group; their authors
and a short synopsis.

Pastor Rose Mary Sanchez-Guzman sent
an electronic thank you to us for the
Health Care Kits that our Social Ministries
Multigenerational Program in conjunction
with our Sunday School collected,
prepared, packed and shipped for their
ministry to utilize in their "Boarder
Immersion Program". She related that
just that day they received 30 new
refugees and have been very busy.
Although she did not mention the Bibles
(Spanish) and Thrivent T shirts which
were also sent at the same time, we trust
that they were received and will be a
blessing to and through their ministry as
well. If you would like to learn a little
more about this Lutheran Church and their
ministry, here is a link About Us
Thank you all who worked on this project. It was
a huge success! Thanks be to God.
Pam for Social Ministries Ingergenerational and
"Are You Ready" projects
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Spring Has Sprung! Grace
Community Garden News

listening to that "still small voice" can help us
be ready for uncertain times. Genesis 41:1-56
Respectfully for Social Ministries,
Pam
774-670-8379
pamsjsd@yahoo.com

Sign-up sheet for helpers with the Grace
Community Garden Intergeneration "Are You
Ready" project is in the Narthex! We have
received signatures and we know that more
folks will be joining them! The winter covering
has been removed and two new beds will be
dug out, soil sifted and mixed and "raised"
after Dig Safe clears us. The Sunday School
kids will be starting some plantings from seed
and greenhouse plants will be added as
needed. We're looking at tomatoes and
zucchini and peppers (not hot ones this time)
and others to help increase food security
through Auburn Youth and Family Services,
our Grace neighborhoods and Veterans, Inc.
We have one rain barrel to install as well
which will help us with our water conservation
focus as well. You'll receive an email for next
garden "dig", "prepare", "plant" dates. Thanks
in advance.
As we "grow", we may look to learn how to
"put up" foods with canning and or freezing.
We know we have some veteran folks in this
area who will step forward to help teach those
of us who are "newbies" or members of the
"back to the future" clan!
It doesn't hurt to learn to be ready as we have
learned through the shortages of familiar
goods. Here's a Bible story that illustrates how
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Misc. – Council granted permission for an
outside party to hold a wedding at Zion, not
officiated by Pastor Andrew. Someone to open
and close the church will be needed.
Next Council meeting will be on June 12. No
meeting in May.

Grace Ministries Co-Council Highlights

GRACE PROPERTY LEAD

●

●

●

●


Property – Bethel
- A Step Ahead Academy – Tony Oakman is
getting a 2nd assessment of what needs to be
done to remediate lead paint in the
Academy spaces
- Voosen Hall can be a back-up space for the
Academy if lead paint remediation is delayed
Property – Zion
Pastor Andrew onsite when Spectrum
comes back to switch phone line
- Lawn maintenance currently done by snow
removal contractor. Pastor Andrew will ask
Afghan family to mow the grass.
- Outside church renting space in the lower
level of church has signed a new lease. They
would like to revise lease to include some
additional space in the lower education
wing, with understanding that the space will
not be available when construction begins
on homeless apartments
Music Ministries
- Randy Bloom has been hired as Minister of
Music for Grace Ministries. Official start is
May 1.
- Lois Toeppner has been granted honorarium
of Minister of Music Emeritus in
appreciation of her contributions to the
music ministry at Grace Ministries and the
Lutheran church in general
Finance
- Thrivent funds were received and $12K
placed back in Zion’s Bay State account.
We need to discuss consolidating finances for
Grace Ministries to make the accounting more
efficient. Will schedule a congregation meeting
for
the
fall
to
discuss.

Dana Boilard has agreed to coordinate property
needs for both campuses. In coming weeks he
will become acquainted with both facilities more
completely. And we are looking for a meeting to
kick-off volunteers working with him across both
locations on projects to maintain and upgrade
the properties in support of ongoing ministry. If
you would like to be included with our current
volunteers in the new, broad-based GRACE
PROPERTY TEAM, please message the office
and you will be included in the communication
setting up the kick-off gathering.

MEMORY
Do you have trouble remembering things
sometimes?
Yeah, EXACTLY, right? So too, humanity’s
“collective” memory is also very short, else we
wouldn’t be re-warring as is our race’s custom
over selfish desires, ego, narcissism, well, you
get the drift!
When it comes to things “biblical” there are
many who get weirded-out when the canon of
the bible (that which constitutes the actual book
you can hold in your hand; though the Protestant
and Roman Catholic versions are different…)
isn’t taken as literal, or other writings outside of it
are looked to for inspiration. Its like a thought
holds that the canon is above all things, when
the actual “memory” of its genesis reveals many
writings as the same age, or older, which
weren’t included but influenced much that is
included within this canon.
People assembled the canon, not God.
What I’m getting at is that scriptural writings in
our canon absolutely hold the Word of God, but
can’t in any reasonable way represent The Word
of God since people, not God, put stylus to
papyrus
and
recorded
stories
and
conversations, sometimes making grammatical
mistakes, at times adding their own
interpretation of things, etc.
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From our denominational understanding, the
bible CONTAINS the Word that is God, but the
bible is not THE WORD of God. Not everyone
calling themselves a follower of Jesus, a
Christian, agree with this.
This reality for various “voices” beyond what
God intended to be remembered is supported by
biblical archaeology; the study of origins,
comparing multiple existing duplicate texts
unearthed/uncovered from many places, looking
at text etymology (all “down deep” analysis
techniques) to help us understand where things
come from, that along with cultural studies of the
periods of the writings, help us comprehend
meaning and best translate writings into
whatever language someone wishes to read
them in, because ancient writings are in
languages most people have no competence
within.
Language translation adds ANOTHER layer of
complexity due to the multiple-meanings words
can have. The fact that at times better word
substitutions exist for getting to the heart of
original intended meaning shouldn’t put anyone
off from reading the bible the way they have it
their hands, or have found it online. But it does
encourage us to best discern original meaning
as not all words from one language translate
directly (or well) into another.
Trust pastors with seminary training who have
studied historical writings/origins to help unpack
what is present in the memory of the biblical
history: you simply cannot read biblical writings
as if they were a message off the internet,
newsprint, from Facebook, Tik-Toc or any
contemporary source of reporting in your own
language BECAUSE there are layers of subtext
and meaning beneath them. Every one of us
should EXPLORE texts prayerfully, sometimes
with help, in order to come face-to-face with God
and Truth.
The bible must be not be treated as “selective’
memory, but as comprehensive memory. What
is meant by this is that writings will sometimes
make us feel affirmed, “warm and fuzzy” as they
embrace us. Each of us can likely selectively
recount various verses from the bible that come
with fond memories from the past. These can be
precious, but they can’t be all that there is,

because there is an entirety of Wisdom we all
must embrace to be whole.
For this reason, writings will ALSO, and must,
convict us at times, make us feel uncomfortable,
as we find ourselves having fallen-away from
God’s and the Spirit’s direction to follow our own
whims, worldly influence taking over. The
comprehensive view of writings known as
scripture is that “they are still speaking now”, still
revealing the Truth we need to hear in the time
and place we are met: comfort or conviction.
Unfortunately, there are many people who
perform a surface reading of bible writings,
picking out scriptural pieces (out of context) that
support their viewpoints and then weaponize
them, lead others who hear the quoted verses
against the backdrop of some reasoning which
is not all around grace-filled and merciful then
distrusting the bible and people calling
themselves followers of it, Jesus and God.
Memory is within the bible. Stories relate history
we should learn about and internalize for ours’
and the worlds’ benefit, in proper context, so to
help prevent future pain and disaster, instead to
rise above challenges and be more blessed. But
it requires us to unpack the truth from all of the
voices to follow that which is in the memory of
writings for humanity’s benefit.
We were directed by Jesus what to particularly
look for; that is, anything connected with love,
respect, justice, equality, non-judgmental, nonlegalistic bearing. Words attributed to our Lord
tell us he came not to do away with the Law and
the Prophets (what is largely in the Old
Testament of the biblical canon), but to lift them
up, to strip-away whatever was added to their
original teaching that obstructed God’s will and
then reassert what’s at the core: Love the Lord
your God with all your heart, mind and soul, and
everyone as yourself: this is the summary of the
Law, and it is our final commandment.
To internalize just what this means in all its
subtleness and complexity is Wisdom.
If our memory could just retain this last bit each
moment of each day then each of us might help
build the kingdom God hopes for in this world,
and know peace as wholeness settles into our
lives.
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"Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection,
not in the books alone, but in every leaf in
springtime." ~ Martin Luther ~
The examen is a spiritual discipline and way of
opening ourselves to God. It has been prayerfully
practiced for centuries as a way to examine the
consciousness and realize the movement of God in
our lives. It is where we recognize the places we feel
most alive and grateful for the presence of God in
our daily activities. From this center we find our
movements in line with the Holy as we discern and
respond to God’s voice and presence. We are a
Resurrection people. God has written the
resurrection in springtime as we witness new life in
the natural world around us. He has also written the
resurrection in our hearts. As we prayerfully trace
our steps of this year’s Lenten journey, through Holy
week, to the cross and the resurrection, think about
the lessons learned. May we be reminded of the
Way of Jesus, as it leads us to how we might live
abundant lives here and now. Contemplate these
words Jesus taught us to pray, saying, “…Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven...” Jesus taught us about God’s kingdom, not
as some far away place, but here on earth, right now
in our lives. I invite you to examine where you feel
the presence of God in your lives, and how you are
called to serve your neighbors, for here is God’s
kingdom, and the place where Jesus Christ dwells.
As the invasion of Ukraine rages on, we continue to
see frightening images of the slaughter of innocent
civilians, destruction of the homeland of the
Ukrainian people and the earth’s bountiful
resources. Millions of refugees have crossed the
borders into neighboring countries.
We are
beginning to receive some Ukrainian refugees into
the United States. As a resurrection people, we are
called to serve our Ukrainian sisters and brothers.
The first Ukrainian evacuees arriving in
Massachusetts are resettling in Westfield. At this

time Ascentria is in-taking about 50 Ukrainian
evacuees who escaped their country but do not yet
have refugee status. We have been supporting
Ascentria and their mission to help provide for
refugees from Afghanistan as in our Good Neighbor
NST. Now we are seeking support of the efforts to
help those fleeing their war-torn homeland of
Ukraine. These are ways to assist in this effort.
Ascentria will be accepting gift cards for food,
clothing and household items at Synod Assembly in
June. Those wishing to help may offer gift cards
which will be collected at worship and brought to
the Ascentria display table at Synod Assembly. You
may also make a donation through the following
website:
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-andDevelopment/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/OurImpact/Eastern-Europe-Crisis-Response
where 100% of your donation will go to direct and
immediate aid. Please keep the people of Ukraine in
your hearts and in your prayers for peace and
healing.
On May 15th the Central Massachusetts Housing
Alliance will be holding its annual Walk for the
Homeless. This year’s event will be held in person for
the first time since before the pandemic. The walk
will begin at 2:00 at Elm Park in Worcester. CMHA
has set this year’s goal at $125,000.
We will continue with our food gathering for local
agencies and food pantries. There are bins located in
the Narthex for food and cleaning supplies which will
be distributed within our local communities. With
the rising cost of food and supplies, the need is
greater than ever. Thank you in advance for your
donations.
May we continue to plant seeds of hope in our
congregations, local communities and throughout
the world, where people need the good news of the
resurrection.
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Yoked Communities of faith & service
MISSION STATEMENT
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities."
VISION STATEMENT
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and
walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,
emotional and physical nourishment.
Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.
The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator
bethelauburn@verizon.net
Main Office: 508-832-3427

Kate Valleli – Christian Education Coordinator
Shannon Papandrea, Sexton

Garret Peters - Treasurer

Tom Houston – Licensed Lay Minister
Randy Bloom, – Minister of Music

Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister
Lois Toeppner, Deacon – Minister of Music Emeritus

Co-Council
President – Joan Parker (B)

Co-Vice-Presidents – Jennifer Courtney (Z), Dave Valleli (B)

Council – Cheyenne Courtney (Z), Preston Sturdevant (B), Ruth Thompson (B), Jessica Caminero (B), Theresa Toombs (Z)
Dana Boilard (Z), Bev Sampson (B), Roberta Briggs (B), Don Leombruno (Z), Heather Connors (B)
Leanne Carraher (B), Marie Sturdevant (B), Adam Hanks (B)

Worcester Campus - Zion Lutheran

Auburn Campus - Bethel Lutheran

41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606

90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501

The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org

BethelAuburnELCA.org

Financial Secretaries – Ann Spinner/Kate Valleli

Bell Director – Adam Hanks
Financial Secretary – Russell Harris

RECONCILING IN CHRIST
Wednesdays, Zion Lutheran @ Noon
Free Meals, those 50+
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