Yoked communities of faith and service
Love is spoken here! Be the living Eucharist!

Celebrating The Feast of the Epiphany
January 8th, 2023
10:30 AM Bethel
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All are welcome here!
These churches and altars belong to God, and not to us. All people are welcome to participate in every aspect
of our worship, including our open table for the Eucharist. We are honored by your presence this day and hope
you find peace and refreshment as we celebrate the extravagant love of God, as followers of the Way of Jesus.

There is a place for you, here!

We Gather
The Holy Spirit calls us in community as people of the Way.

PRELUDE
The congregation stands
CALL TO WORSHIP

O Lord, open our lips,
and our mouths shall show forth Thy praise.
O God, make speed to save us,
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen!
Praise ye the Lord! The Lord’s name be praised!

\

GATHERING HYMN
l

GREETING

We three kings of orient are

WOV (blue book) 646

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all! And also with you!

PRAYER OF APPROACH
Let us pray; O God, who by the leading of a star manifested Your only Son to the peoples of the earth:
mercifully grant that we, who know You now by faith, may at last behold Your glory face to face; through
Jesus Christ Your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen!
The congregation is seated

We listen to God’s Word
God speaks to us in poetry, creative writing, scripture, preaching & song.

A READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURE (Tanakh): Isaiah 60:1-6 from the NRSVUE*
The third and final prophet known as Isaiah, proclaims to Jerusalem that nations will make a pilgrimage to her
because the light of God’s presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international
trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise.
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the L ORD has risen upon you.
2
For darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples, but the L ORD will arise upon you,
and [the Lord’s] glory will appear over you.
3
Nations shall come to your light and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4
Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together; they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms.
5
Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall
be brought to you; the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6
A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense and shall proclaim the
praise of the LORD.
Response This is the Word of the Lord! Thanks be to God!
PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14
Give the king Your justice, O God, and Your righteousness to a king’s son.
2
May he judge Your people with righteousness and Your poor with justice.
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read responsively

3

May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness.
May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the needy,
and crush the oppressor.
5
May he live while the sun endures and as long as the moon, throughout all generations.
6
May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the earth.
7
In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, until the moon is no more.
May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute;
may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts.
11
May all kings fall down before him, all nations give him service.
12
For he delivers the needy when they call, the poor and those who have no helper.
13
He has pity on the weak and the needy and saves the lives of the needy.
14
From oppression and violence he redeems their life, and precious is their blood in his sight.
4

The assembly stands to welcome the incarnate Christ!
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
ELW pg. 151
Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Preface Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ! Glory to you, O Lord!
A READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPELS: Matthew 2:1-12 from the NRSVUE
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came to
Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the [the Hebrew [people]? For we observed
his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and
all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the
prophet:
6
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
7
Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king,
they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the
place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On
entering the [grotto], they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
Response The Gospel of our Lord! Praise to you, O Christ!
COLLECT
Let us pray; Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star to worship the Christ-child: guide and
sustain us, that we may find our journey’s end in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen!
The congregation is seated
MESSAGE
The congregation stands
HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Andrew
What child is this?

ELW (red book) 296

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God:
Though he was divine, he did not cling to equality with God, but made himself nothing.
Taking the form of a slave, he was born in human likeness.
He humbled himself and was obedient to death, even the death of the cross.
Therefore God has raised him on high, and given him the name above every name: that at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the church, the life of the earth,
and the whole human family.
A brief silence.
Guide the whole church with Your Wisdom, revealing God. Nurture ecumenical and interreligious
understanding around the globe, especially in places of ethnic and religious strife. We pray for Lutheran World
Relief and other organizations that provide humanitarian aid, disaster relief, and health care. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Restore Your glory to the earth, creating God. Protect fragile ecosystems: rain forests, coral reefs, wetlands,
prairies, and shorelines. Guide us to treasure the rich variety of animals and plants that share the world with
us, especially those that are endangered. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Bring the nations into the way of justice and peace, righteous God. Strengthen those who work for human
rights, equality, and the protection of the most vulnerable. We pray for all in public office, that they may serve
with honesty and honor. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Help those who have no helper, delivering God. Rescue any who suffer from abuse, neglect, or exploitation.
Deliver adults and children who are caught in cycles of poverty. Transform social systems that enable racism
and discrimination of any kind. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Accompany the ministries of these congregations of Grace in the coming year, abiding God. Inspire those who
lead worship, teach, visit, pray, administer, and serve. Keep us mindful of the needs of others in our
communities and neighborhoods (especially). God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Reveal Your promise by the witness of those who died trusting in You, redeeming God. Receive our thanks for
their witness and faith, and guide us by their example until we are gathered with them into Your eternal
presence. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for whom we pray to the
mercy of God. Amen.
The congregation stands
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, and will disclose the
purposes of the heart. Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.
Silence is kept.
God be gracious to us and bless us, and make Your face shine upon us:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May Your ways be known on the earth, Your saving power among the nations:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
You, Lord, have made known Your salvation, and reveal Your justice in the sight of the nations:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May the God of all healing and ☩ forgiveness draw us to Godself, and cleanse us from all our sins
that we may behold the glory of the Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE PEACE

Let us greet our sisters and brothers in the name of Christ!
Christ came and proclaimed the gospel, peace to those who are far off
and peace to those who are near.
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you!

We share in God’s Holy Communion
God feeds us with the risen Christ’s presence!
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GATHERING OF GIFTS
OFFERTORY

Choir
ELW 481

As the gifts of bread, wine, and currency are brought forward, the assembly stands.

Come to the ta-ble of mer-cy, pre-pared with the wine and the bread.
All who are hun-gry and thirst-y, come and your souls will be fed.
Come at the Lord’s in-vi-ta-tion; re-ceive from his nail-scarred hand.
Eat of the bread of sal-va-tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Let us pray: Eternal God, You make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive
these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of Your mercy and love for all in need
of Your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen!
PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
Look upon us in mercy, not in judgement; draw us from hatred to love; make the frailty of our praise a
dwelling place for Your glory. Amen.
LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
The Lord be with you! And also with you!
Open up your hearts! We open them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! It is right to give God thanks and praise!
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, at all times and in all places to give You thanks and praise, holy
Father, heavenly King, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ Your Son our Lord. For he is Your living
Word; through him You have created all things from the beginning, and formed us in Your own image.
To You be glory and praise forever.
Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin, giving him to be born of a woman and to die upon the
cross; You raised him from the dead and exalted him to Your right hand on high.
To You be glory and praise forever.
Through him You have sent upon us Your holy and life-giving Spirit, and made us a people for Your own
possession.
To You be glory and praise forever.
Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we proclaim Your great and
glorious name, forever praising You and singing:
SANCTUS
WOV pg. 617a
Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, God of pow’r and might, ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
Heav-en and earth are full, full of your glo-ry. Ho-san-na in the high-est, ho-san-na in the high-est.
Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high-est, ho-san-na in the high-est.
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through Your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and as we follow his example
and obey his command, grant that by the power of Your Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine may be to us
☩ his body and his blood; who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave You thanks; he
broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in
remembrance of me.
To You be glory and praise forever.
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave You thanks; he gave it to them saying: Drink this, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
To You be glory and praise forever.
Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross; we
proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; we look for the coming of Your kingdom, and with this
bread and this cup we make the memorial of Christ Your Son our Lord. Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again!
Pour out the Spirit of Your love, O Lord, and unite us in this gift of new life. Accept through Christ, our great
high priest, this our sacrifice of praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence of Your divine
majesty, renew us with Your love and unite us in the body of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
To You be glory and praise forever.
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Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, with all who stand before You in earth
and heaven, we worship You, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise:
Blessing and honor and glory and power be Yours forever and ever. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
Yours, now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The bread which we break is a sharing of the body of Christ.
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
The congregation is seated
AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)
ELW pg. 154
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
THE EUCHARIST
Wafers are distributed to the hand by the pastor, individual pre-filled plastic cups of grape juice or wine may be
taken from the silver trays: the inner-most ring on each tray is the grape juice.
A gluten-free alternative is available from the Assisting Minister.
Believing in the real presence of Christ, Grace Ministries practices open-table, Eucharistic hospitality.
All people, baptized or not, are welcomed to The Meal.
Those who do not wish to commune may come forward for a blessing signified by crossed arms.
COMMUNION HYMN
ELW 815
POST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Let us pray; Lord God, the bright splendor whom the nations seek: may we who with the wise men have
been drawn by Your light discern the glory of Your presence in Your Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Almighty God, we thank You for feeding us with the body and blood of Your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer You our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of
Your Spirit to live and work to Your praise and glory. Amen.

We go out to serve God
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The congregation stands
BLESSING
May Christ draw us to humility and worship, and bring us to see God at work;
and the blessing of God almighty, the ☩ Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among and remain with us always. Amen!
SENDING HYMN
DISMISSAL

Brightest and best the stars of the morning

ELW 303

Let us go in peace!
We go into the world to walk in God’s light, to rejoice in God’s love
and to reflect God’s glory. Amen.

POSTLUDE
From Sundays and Seasons.com, Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #28372. CCLI copyright/streaming license #11574665, Greeting, Collects, Confession/Absolution, Liturgy of the Sacrament per
Common, Post Eucharistic Prayer, Acclamation per Worship, www.churchofengland.org,

*Scripture translations are in the public domain and sourced through http://www.biblegateway.com
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IN OUR PRAYERS THIS DAY: Carole Ann Costello, Jim Mooney, Ramonita Hernandez, Elijah Arisme,
Stephen Sampson, Paul Josephson, Deb Pellegrino, Kristine Bruno, KellyAnn Clark, Paula Collins, Nina
Gould, David Naugle, Anita & John Haynes, Miriam Bove, Theresa Toombs
Music for January 8, 2023
Prelude: Chorale prelude on “Light Divine” by Healey Willan (1818-1968)
Postlude: “Fugue in A minor” from Eight Little Preludes and Fugues by J. S. Bach
Anthem: “What star is this” Words by Charles Coffin (1676-1749)
Music by Michael Praetorius (1571-1621)
Today’s Music: “We Three Kings of Orient Are,” written by John Henry Hopkins, Jr. (1820-1891) in 1857 for a
Christmas pageant for his nieces and nephews, is more closely associated with Epiphany than any other carol.
Hopkins, a lawyer, composer, journalist, and Episcopal clergy, was the first music teacher at General
Theological Seminary (Episcopal) in New York City, and his composition was one the first American carols to
achieve widespread popularity.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE (excluding holidays)
,MONDAYS – THURSDAYS 9 AM - 3 PM General Office Hours - Main Offices @ Bethel
SUNDAYS
8 AM Worship in the Nave – Bethel
8:45 AM Worship in the Nave – Zion
9:30 AM Sunday School – Bethel, Voosen Hall with Ms. Kate!
10:30 AM Worship in the Nave – Bethel
TUESDAYS
2:30-4 PM Pastoral Public Office Hours – Auburn McDonalds
7:00 PM Ecumenical Adult Study Series – via Zoom
WEDNESDAYS
NOON Grace Café - Zion
5:30 PM Worship in the Nave – Bethel
THURSDAYS
2:30-4 PM Pastoral Public Office Hours – Panera Bread, Gold Star Blvd, Worcester
5:30 PM Bell Choir Rehearsal – Voosen Hall
6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal – Voosen Hall
7 PM Confirmation, 2nd Week @ Emanuel-Worcester, 4th Week at Bethel

The congregation of Grace, with campuses in Worcester and Auburn, is a loving, yoked community of faith of
about 175 active households. Our congregation includes families and singles, children and seniors, LGBTQ
and straight people, with a diversity of ethnicities, interests and backgrounds.
We come together to worship, support each other, to learn, to serve through many and various ways as Jesus’
hands, feet and heart with non-profits and ecumenical partners, and build fellowship and friendship. The
congregation of Grace Ministries is a home for us.
There is a place for you here, too!
Zion and Bethel are houses of prayer and support for all in the Lutheran tradition.

Yoked Communities of faith & service
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MISSION STATEMENT
"To boldly share God's Love and Grace universally in and through our communities."
VISION STATEMENT
Modeling the welcoming nature of God, we are humbly called and driven by the Spirit to witness, engage and
walk with each other authentically, as Jesus’ hands and feet, providing spiritual,
emotional and physical nourishment.
Through evolving partnerships with ecumenical and other social service organizations we affirm justice and
wholeness under the “agency of Grace” that feed the needs and hope of all.

The Rev. Andrew H. Borden, Pastor
pastor_andrew.b@verizon.net

Ann Spinner, Parish Administrator
bethelauburn@verizon.net
Main Office: 508-832-3427

Kate Valleli – Christian Education Coordinator
Shannon Papandrea - Sexton
Garret Peters - Treasurer
Tom Houston – Licensed Lay Minister
Louisa Klaven, AIM – Licensed Lay Minister
Randy Bloom – Minister of Music Lois Toeppner, Deacon – Minister of Music Emeritus
Co-Council
President – Joan Parker (B)
Co-Vice-Presidents – Jennifer Courtney (Z), Dave Valleli (B)
Council – Cheyenne Courtney (Z), Preston Sturdevant (B), Ruth Thompson (B), Jessica Caminero (B), Theresa Toombs (Z)
Dana Boilard (Z), Bev Sampson (B), Roberta Briggs (B), Don Leombruno (Z), Heather Connors (B)
Leanne Carraher (B), Marie Sturdevant (B), Adam Hanks (B)

Worcester Campus

- Zion Lutheran

41 Whitmarsh Avenue, 01606
The-Community-of-Zion-Lutheran-Worcester.org
Financial Secretaries – Ann Spinner/Kate Valleli

Auburn Campus

- Bethel Lutheran

90 Bryn Mawr Avenue, 01501
BethelAuburnELCA.org
Bell Director – Adam Hanks
Financial Secretary – Russell Harris

RECONCILING IN CHRIST
Wednesdays, Zion Lutheran @ Noon
Free Meals, those 50+
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